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Like you, the team at Sustainable Kingston is concerned about the impact that  c l imate change is having on
the habi tabi l i ty  our planet.   Right here in Kingston, we have already begun to see the ef fects.   Kingston is
known for i ts locat ion and beaut i fu l  v iews of  Lake Ontar io,  but  r is ing temperatures and heavier rainfal l  are
contr ibut ing to the growth of  toxic algae and bacter ia that  impair  the qual i ty of  our water.  We are seeing an
increase in the frequency and intensi ty of  storms, such as the one that hi t  Ottawa last  year,  and r is ing water
levels that  have f looded communit ies along the St.  Lawrence River.
 
Despi te these concerning trends, a growing number of  governments,  both domest ical ly and abroad, have
refused to take meaningful  act ion to f ight  c l imate change, and in some cases, have implemented pol ic ies to
dismant le the legis lat ive and pol icy tools that  were previously avai lable.   I t  has become clear that  we wi l l  not
be able rely on our pol i t ic ians alone to solve this problem.
 
I t  is  now more important than ever to stand together as leaders in the community and make f i rm
commitments to change our own habi ts in order to reduce greenhouse gasses.  Whi le i t  is  easy for us to
blame our pol i t ic ians for mishandl ing the cl imate f i le,  we must also turn the spot l ight  back on ourselves.  We
need to stop assuming that the government or the technology industry wi l l  f ind the solut ion for us.   This is
our problem to solve.
 
Our team at Sustainable Kingston has had a very successful  year.   We have worked hard to make
meaningful  contr ibut ions in our role as stewards of  the environment and proponents of  a more sustainable
and l ivable community.   Some of our recent achievements include:
 
Launching                     ,  a new web-based plat form designed to recognize and celebrate the businesses in
our community who have embraced sustainable pract ices,  such as reducing their  carbon footpr int ,  pract ic ing
food recovery,  paying a l iv ing wage, and many more;
 
Host ing the second annual  Kingston Cl imate Change Symposium attended by more than 350 people who
shared their  exper iences and heard from leaders who are taking steps to respond to the global  cr is is;
 
Coordinat ing a community wide clean-up with Pi tch- in-Kingston, where more than 5300 members of  our
community worked to restore the beauty of  our natural  landscape; 
 
Expanded our Green Economy Program to Bel levi l le and Brockvi l le so we can work wi th new communit ies to
bui ld upon the green house gas reduct ions we have helped to faci l i tate here in Kingston.
 
We look forward to cont inuing to work wi th the leaders in our community to help inspire and achieve, local ,
meaningful  change as we work to ensur ing a more sustainable future.
 
Matt  Benson
Board Chair  
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 Board of Directors
Matt Benson - Board Chair
Patrick Good - Treasurer
Luke Macdonald - Secretary
Julie Salter-Keane
Jim Neill
 
 
 
 

Brian Dodo
Camille Malcolm
Burgandy Dunn
Matt Knowles
 
 
 

Staff Team
Kristin Mullin - Executive Director
Simone Santos - Program Manager
Tess Wittmann - Community Engagement Specialist
Curtis Andre - Business Development Coordinator
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A YEAR IN

REVIEW

 

2018 Events

2018  Evening of Recognition 
 

200 Attendees celebrated local champions of
sustainability. 

 

 Climate Change Symposium  
 

In partnership with the City of Kingston, 350 community members joined together to
increase their climate literacy and learn how they can take action against climate change. 



SUSTAINABLE KINGSTON PAGE 5

A YEAR IN

REVIEW

 

2018 Events

Community Workshop - Sustainable Wrapping

5300 participants "Pitched In" to clean up Kingston
and revitalize our community

Over 300 people and 5 businesses took the SK
Summer Challenge and removed single use plastics

from their lives for the summer!

Cyclists were rewarded during Commuter Challenge
week for choosing environmentally-friendly forms of

transportation
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A YEAR IN
REVIEW
 

2018 Programs

Sustainable Kingston Staff provided education on
the importance of the 3R's to Kingston Area Schools
reaching over 2050 students. 

Sustainable Kingston developed a steering
committee of community stakeholders to
create a snapshot of our communities
health.  
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2018 Programs

The Leaders
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OUR SUPPORTERS

 
Funders/Grantors

Sponsors
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